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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R26 - ST HARMON

Introduction

1.  The present community of St Harmon comprises a large geographical area 
that is predominantly upland, rising to Moel Hywel in the south-east and Bryn 
Titley in the north-west.  Settlement is concentrated in the valley of the afon 
Marteg, the route of the B4518 Rhayader to Llanidloes county road and at the 
small villages of St Harmon and Pant-y-dwr.

2.  The community has a population of 536, an electorate of 460 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £850, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £3.19.

3.  In the 1982 Review, there were various proposals to amalgamate the 
upland communities of northern Radnorshire, and the arrangements that were 
adopted at that time best reflected community loyalties and social 
connections in that area.  The community of St  Harmon largely escaped the 
amalgamations of that time, but the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for Wales recommended that, on  the western slopes of Moel Hywel, farms 
including Llwyn cwtta, Beili-neuadd, Cefnfaes, Banc Gelli-las, Tynshimley and 
Gilfach-y-rhiw be transferred to this community from the then community of 
Nantmel.   The Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales initially 
suggested an allocation of eight councillors for the community of St Harmon, 
but, bowing to strong representations made by the community council and 
considering the extensive area of the community, modified this to its final 
recommendations for a community council of nine members in an un-warded 
community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft 
Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of St Harmon has increased from 369 in 1978 to 460 in 
2005.  Further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to 
12 dwellings on two sites at St Harmon and six dwellings on one site in Pant-
y-dwr.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing development 
adjacent to the settlement development boundaries at these two small 
villages, for a limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in 
accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance 
with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note  that this community's electorate will 
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continue, therefore, to lie in the range of 400-600 electors, suggesting an 
entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils to eight councillors.  While our Draft Proposals are for a 
council of eight members, we note St Harmon remains one of the larger 
geographical communities in Powys, and the reasoning behind the final 
recommendations for nine councillors made in 1982 may be considered to be 
relevant still, as representation is required to meet the challenges of 
population sparsity.  Furthermore, we note that the ordinary elections for the 
council of this community have been warmly contested in 1999 and 2004.

Draft Proposals

6.  That the community should have a council of eight members.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

460 8 58

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

7.  A form of submissions has been received from St Harmon Community 
Council.  The council disagrees with the draft proposal to reduce the number 
of councillors to from nine to eight.  It cites the following reasons.  Firstly, it 
states that “St Harmon is one of the largest geographical communities within 
Powys enhanced by the inclusion of boundary areas transferred from 
Nantmel in 1982.  The Community Council again makes strong 
recommendations that, given the scale and rural nature of the parish, its 
current number of nine councillors should remain to enable sufficient 
representation across all parts of the ward.  This currently  gives a 
representation of 51 electors per councillor, which can be compared with a 
number of other communities, many of whom do not experience the sparsity 
of population and the geographical expanse of St Harmon.”  Secondly, the 
community states that, “In both 1999 and 2004 the ordinary elections were 
very highly contested, with 2004 having 19 candidates standing for 9 seats.  
Not only does this indicate a strong community but one where individuals are 
eager to represent their neighbours in an effort to improve and encourage the 
sustainable community and one which is in stark contrast to the declining 
trend in community commitment.”

Assessment

8.  We have considerable sympathy with the views of St Harmon Community 
Council.  This is the seventeenth largest community in Powys in terms of 
area, and the council is quite correct in affirming that elections to its council 
have been warmly contested in recent years.  In paragraph 5 above we have 
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suggested that the community’s electorate will not rise greatly above 490 
during the Unitary Development Plan period; this is about the median for 
councils within our electorate range of 400-599, where we have considered 
that eight would be an appropriate level of representation.  Therefore, the 
electors of this community are already well represented by councillors.  In a 
couple of cases, we have made an exception to this allocation, because an 
allocation of nine councillors best supports our proposed warding 
arrangement for a community.  In about seven cases, we have made an 
exception to the allocation, because we consider that the electorates of those 
communities will eventually surpass 600.  We have consistently endeavoured 
to be fair and equitable to all electors in the County, but, at the same time, it is 
inevitable that the larger the community and the larger the council the higher 
will be the number of electors that each councillor represents.  This is 
justified, in part, because on a larger council there are more councillors to 
share the overall burden of representation.  We  regret that we cannot find any 
justification to treat St Harmon any differently to comparable communities 
across the county, and to treat St Harmon any differently would be unfair and 
inequitable to other electors in the County.

Final Proposals

9.  That the community should have a council of eight members.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

460 8 58


